
 

 

Kennet & Avon Canal Local Mooring Strategy Group  
MEETING Tuesday 11th October   2011  at  10am  

Wiltshire Council Offices Monkton Park Chippenham  SN15 1ER 
 

Item Draft Notes  

 
MS 
KO 
JW 
TW 
PG 
PD 
PS 
BG 
DB  
AC 
RB 
PK 
MR 

Attending 
Mark Stephens British Waterways ( Chairman)  
Ken Oliver (Canal Officer) Wiltshire Council 
John Webb K& A Canal Trust  
Tim Wheeldon Inland Waterways Association  
Paul Griffin British Waterways 
Peter Dunford (BoA Area Board Manager) Wiltshire Council 
Panda Smith Unaffiliated boater 
Brian Greaves Unaffiliated boater 
David Batho Valley Parishes Alliance  
Andrew Colyer National Association of Boat Owners 
Rich Burchell Residential Boat  Owners Association 
Pauline King Association of Waterway Cruising Clubs 
Mike Rodd K&A Local Waterway Partnership 

 

1 Apologies:  Damian Kemp(BW) Keith Rossiter (VPA)  

2 MS had agreed to chair the meeting and presented Damian’s apologies, 
and hoped that the meeting would understand that  he did not  have  all the 
background  information that Damian would have gathered throughout  the 
process. 
PS Noted her previous comments on the various email exchanges and  
was not  happy that IWA should be attending the meeting. 
MS asked that the issue should not halt the progress of the group, or the 
inclusion of TW as a representative of IWA In further response MS said the 
strategy was not intended to make anyone homeless but one of the 
consequences may be the displacement of boats which would be need to 
move to  a different place. 
MS outlined the agenda for the meeting to include conclusion of the 
Mapping Work, discussion of the definition of Neighbourhoods and 
Enforcement. 
 
Maps 
The updated maps had been pre-circulated. It was agreed that  they 
represented the work of the group with a further minor amendment that 
would be considered: 
Bath side of Avoncliff Aqueduct: 1 ‘deepwater’ mooring required. 
PS drew the attention of the meeting to  the interim results of  a survey 
carried out by the unaffiliated boaters ( which had been pre-circulated). PS 
was concerned that the  PS further  noted that in the proposals 145  14 day 
moorings would be lost, mostly in the Bath to Dundas section, and this 
would affect the ability of those affected to access their place of work. 
These mooring should be replaced elsewhere.. DB presented a breakdown 
of percentage changes to existing mooring pattern. RB said that  the aim 
was to create greater movement of boats. The implications of the proposals 
would move mooring issues eastwards.  MS noted one of the implications 

 



 

 

to the Waterway of this work may be to make moorings east of the section, 
that are currently not physically viable, available. DB noted that the 
purpose of the suggested changes  was o give a more equitable spread 
between Bath & BOA  (65% 14day 13% 72Hr) 
Neighbourhoods 
JW noted that some of the group had already submitted their proposals. 
MR outlined the proposed changes that  will take place when the Canal & 
River Trust takes over from British Waterways . The emphasis will be on 
localism  and the Local Waterways Partnership will be part  of the 
waterway management process. 
MS Each waterway will need to define appropriate neighbourhood 
boundaries. BG This would only work if there is consensus from the 
boaters. RB thought that guidance for new boaters would be essential. 
KO noted that  the issue would be need to be further discussed by Area 
Boards. PD confirmed that the relevant Area Boards would need to know 
what rules were in place and how they were being applied . KO also 
reported that the issue of residential moorings was being looked at by 
Wiltshire Council planners. There were currently only 2 moorings with 
residential consent in Wiltshire. Boaters were also being considered as part 
of the work on Gypsy & Traveller policy. DB asked that any work   was 
shared with neighbouring Local Authorities. KO confirmed that via the K&A 
(HLF) partnership discussions have started with BaNES.DB noted that 
BaNES had a policy for residential mooring. 
It was agreed that any definition of place would probably need markers 
such as canal structures. 
Enforcement 
PG outlined the current procedure of data checking and enforcement . 
When work of this group is completed he would be able to assess what 
was needed locally and see what the implications on the available 
resources were. 
AC thought that for progress to be made the them/us barriers needed to be 
broken down . Boaters  would need to act responsibly. Enforcement 
needed to be fair, consistent, and legal. DB  was concerned that there 
appeared not be sufficient resources available to implement proposals. PG 
said that there would effectively  be a change in emphasis to local 
requirements  consistent with national guidelines.BG noted that sales of 
boats meant that new owners may not be aware of the rules of the 
waterway .DB was concerned that there seemed to be little ‘buy in’ to the 
culture for self regulation. 
MS noted that any outcome of this mooring consultation should not be 
limited by current enforcement practice; if necessary, enforcement 
arrangements would need to change or adapt 

3 Chairman’s Summary 
The change from British Waterways to the Canal & River Trust will herald a 
change from an organisation concerned with safeguarding infrastructure  to 
one more concerned with people. 

 LMSG had now completed work on mapping the proposed changes 
to mooring zones. 

 Those who had not submitted comments on  Neighbourhoods were 
asked to do  so to Damian as soon as possible.  KK to collate 
responses. 

 Comments on proposed enforcement  were also invited via the 

 



 

 

 

same process; DK will coordinate this process. 
PS was concerned that the Local Waterway Partnership was being 
marginalised in the process of developing the Local Mooring Strategy. MR 
& MS confirmed that the LWP valued the  work of the group and would not 
allow this to happen.  The LWP would be taking a more active part in taking 
the next stages of this consultation forward. 

4 Date of next meeting  
To be confirmed  

 


